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OUR MISSION   

ñTo ensure the preservation of the character and 

biological biodiversity of Wagner Natural Area for 

Educational, Scientific and Research purposes.ò 

Friends of the Fen  

 WAGNER NATURAL AREA SOCIETY NEWSLETTER

      

Late fall image of wasp nestτƻǊ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ 
monument to a large-brained alien, with a scruffy hair 
issue! Regardless, the exquisite artistry of the 
mandibular weaving on display adds beauty to a fall 
hike ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ǇŜǊƛƳŜǘŜǊΦ  
 
.ǳǘ ǿŀƛǘΧ ƛǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ 
Mountain Ash!! Oh no, another Invasive!!!!! 
 
Photo courtesy of: Dave Ealey 
 
 

All content by Dave Ealey, President 
WNAS, unless otherwise attributed. 

 
 
 
 

Annual General Meeting - 2026 2026 Activities 
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A Long-term Challenge for Wagner 
Natural Area ς Working with Project 
Forest to Rewild Our Old Hayfields 

By Dave Ealey 

For those of you who have visited the natural area since mid-
September, you will have seen some of the Rewilding efforts for the 
various hayfields. Initially, the fields were prepared for planting of the 
various seedlings and then by the end of September, most of the 
seedlings had been planted. 

The Rewilding Project is made 
possible through generous support 
of Keyera and the Government of 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Two Billion Trees 
Program, in partnership with 
Project Forest. On the Central Field 
along the Marl Pond Trail, we have 
installed signage to advise visitors 
to avoid trampling on seedlings. 
The map below shows the hayfields 
that have been planted. 

Keyera is one of the 
largest midstream oil and 
gas operators in Canada, 
servicing oil and gas 
producers in Western 
Canada and transporting 
natural gas liquids across 
North America. 
Headquarters are in 
Calgary, Alberta.  

Two Billion Trees Program 
aims to combat climate 
change and biodiversity 
loss. Launched by the Government of Canada, the program provides 
financial support to facilitate tree-planting initiatives across Canada.  

Support Us! 

 
Active red squirrel middens in 
early winter. Photo courtesy of 

Dave Ealey 
*****************  

The Wagner Natural Area 
Society welcomes new 

supporters, volunteers, and all 
people interested in natural 

history and the preservation of 
the ecological integrity of this 

delightful natural area. 
 

VOLUNTEERS / MEMBERS 
People of all talents and 
interests are desired and 

welcomed to become more 
closely involved with the Natural 

Area and the Society. 
Email: info@wagnerfen.ca 

 
DONATIONS 

All donations help maintain the 
integrity of the Natural Area and 

its surroundings, provide 
educational material, enhance 

visitor experiences, and support 
ongoing research studies and 

surveys. 
 

Visit our website for 
donation/member form. 

 

about:blank


 

3 
 

   EDUCATIONéRESEARCHéSITE MANAGEMENT 

WAGNER NATURAL AREA SOCIETY         FALL/WINTER  2025 

 

The process of preparing the ground in the 
hayfields and planting all of the seedlings 
was a significant task. The Project Forest 
group used TreeTime Services Inc. as the 
company to implement the work. This 
included getting the equipment onsite, while 
protecting key access points including one 
with wet soil conditions as shown here with 
protective planking that minimized damage. 

 

Project Forest is monitoring one of the planted 
hayfields using a wildlife camera. I met one of 
their staffτStephen Kaiswatumτan 
Indigenous and Land Rewilding Specialist who 
is seen here installing their camera at Wagner. 

In total, almost 42,000 seedlings were 
prescribed to be planted on 20 hectares of 
old hayfield: balsam poplar (40%), white 
spruce (18%), willow spp. (14%), red osier 
dogwood (10%), white birch (9%), river alder 
(6%) and wild rose (2%). Some nursery issues 
have led to adjustments already, but itΩs 
early days. It takes years to grow a forest! 
 
Associated with the Rewilding Project, the 
Society sees challenges and opportunities: 
¶ collaborating with partners, 
¶ dealing with invasive plants, 

¶ monitoring progress of reforestation, 
¶ building and training volunteer base, 

¶ sharing our story on the purpose and 
value of rewilding, 

¶ studying changes in flora and fauna. 

 
Members, volunteers and visitors will see 
more information on our website about 
roles and opportunities you can participate 
in. There is already a Wagner Project 
summary on Project ForestΩǎ websiteτ
https://projectforest.ca/projects/wagner-
natural-area/. Please check it out! 
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Executive Director News 
By Tristan Folinsbee 
 

Hello to all supporters of the Wagner 
bŀǘǳǊŀƭ !ǊŜŀΗ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ over six months since 
I started as your Executive Director of WNAS, 
and I wanted to share some thoughts on 
how these first few months have gone and 
plans for the Natural Area going forward. 

First some personal news: shortly 
after I started my position as your Executive 
Director, I moved on from my job with Ducks 
Unlimited Canada to a position as Natural 
Asset Project Coordinator with Parkland 
County. I hope my being in this position will 
allow the WNAS to coordinate more closely 
with the County on weed control, land use 
planning around the Natural Area and 
funding going forward. 

Now, as to the past six months in and 
around the Natural AreaτLΩǾŜ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
weed pull and pulled up or chain-sawed 
hundreds of Manitoba Maple and European 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ !ǎƘΦ LΩǾŜ ǿŀƭƪŜŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦŜƴŎŜƭƛƴŜ 
and pond in the natural area, and enjoyed 
seeing the deer, moose, grouse, squirrels 
and toads that call our Natural Area home. 
!ƴŘ LΩǾŜ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
weed pulls, public events and just out along 
the Marl Pond Trail. 

I met with the forester and project 
managers from Project Forest, who last fall 
completed the initial planting for the 
reforestation of our hayfields. I enjoyed the 
callback to my decade-plus years of tree 
ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƎǊƻǿ 
and fill in the former hayfields (and hopefully 
shade out some of our thistle issues!). 

L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ 
ŀǘ ²ŀƎƴŜǊ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ 
As Edmonton, Acheson, Spruce Grove and 
Stony Plain all continue to grow and the 

farmland around Wagner turns into houses, 
ƛǘΩǎ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀƴ ŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ 
commit ourselves to protecting Wagner and 
the unique ecosystems ƛǘ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎΦ LΩƳ 
heartened by knowing from my time with 
Parkland County that management and staff 
in the Parkland Department of Agriculture 
and Environment are also committed to 
protecting this unique slice of Boreal Forest, 
Parkland and Fen from the pressures of 
growing urban and industrial development. 

Going forward I want to focus on 
making Wagner Natural Area Society stable 
and sustainable, while maintaining the 
ecological integrity of the Natural Area itself. 
²ŜΩƭƭ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ōȅ ǊŜŎǊǳƛǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
expanding our volunteer base, through 
outreach to new volunteers and supporting 
ƻǳǊ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ 
capacity for site maintenance and other on-
the-ground activities through fundraising, 
with a focus on sustainable, long-term 
grantǎΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǿŜŜŘ 
control and invasive species monitoring and 
control programs to protect and conserve 
the ecological integrity of the Natural Area. I 
also would like to fix the gate to a more 
accessible yet protective vehicle exclusion 
gate, fix our perimeter fence, and install 
educational interpretive signage along the 
Marl Pond Trail to help visitors understand 
the hydrology and ecosystem features that 
make Wagner such a special place. 

This will all be a big job, and I look 
forward to the support of all our members, 
volunteers and the WNAS Board as we 
navigate this broad plan. Reach out to me 
anytime at execdir@wagnerfen.ca or call me 
at 780-202-7578 if you want to discuss any 
aspect of the Wagner Natural Area, our 
plans for the future or if you have any ideas 
for how we can accomplish the goal of 
protecting this important place. 

http://execdir@wagnerfen.ca


 

5 
 

   EDUCATIONéRESEARCHéSITE MANAGEMENT 

WAGNER NATURAL AREA SOCIETY         FALL/WINTER  2025 

Christmas Bird Count Drama! 
 By Dave Ealey 
 
On December 27th, Norm Legault, Gillian Woon and I undertook a 
typical Christmas bird count through Wagner Natural Area and a 
portion of the Osborne Acres subdivision. With all the deep snow 
and cold (-25 C), overcast conditions, bird observations were limited 
and the walking on the Marl Pond Trail and in the central coniferous 
forest (see pic) was difficult.  
 
Total numbers of birds observed included the following: great 
horned owl ς 1, blue jay ς 2, black-billed magpie ς 9, common raven 
ς 11, black-capped chickadee ς 33, boreal chickadee ς 1, white-breasted nuthatch ς 1, Bohemian 
waxwing ς 107, red crossbill ς 7, white-winged crossbill ς 3. Hours walking (2.75), hours driving 
(0.1), distance walking (3 km), distance driving (2 km). 
 
The sighting of a great horned owl at the north end of the Marl Pond Trail was quite a treat. The 
owl flew up from the ground as we approached. We needed a few seconds to confirm the species 
ID and then to discover that it had been poking at part of a frozen snowshoe hare carcass!  
 
A few metres farther along the trail we spotted these divots (below) in the snow. In the top left 
corner, you can see a short drag mark, followed by this main trench (just under about 2 m long) 
which must have been where the owl dragged the carcass as it was trying to clear the snow. You 

can probably visualize that the 
owl would have been flying from 
the top left corner to the bottom 
right of the picture. There is a 
short drag mark, to the right of 
the trench in the picture, which 
likely marks where the owlΩǎ left 
foot was dragging briefly.  
 
Further to the right of start of 
the left foot drag, you can see 
where left wing tips touched as 
the owl powered to get the 
carcass up out of the snow. 
Similar touches of right wing tips 
were seen, but not in the photo.  
 

This little drama written in the 
snow made our wintry survey 
worthwhile! 
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2025 ς The Year in Review 
By Dave Ealey 
 
We will be presenting our usual reports and financials at our Annual General Meeting, scheduled 
for March 7th at Percy Page Centre. The Executive Director provides a bit of a summary of his 
efforts elsewhere in the newsletter. 

Here, I wanted to provide a more pictorial review of 
ƻǳǊ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŜƴ Ŏŀƴ 
appreciate everything the Society does to sustain the 
natural area. Included are further details of our summer 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǳǊ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǳǊ 
public education and outreach.  
 
[Pictures of volunteers for our August Casino are absent 
because of rules against onsite photography, but we are 
most grateful for the many hours contributed by 
members for that important fundraising.] 
 
Our summer students continue to keep the natural area 
well-maintained. Students for 2025 were Nathan 
Hempler (left) and Zen Hanrahan(right). When they 
ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ όǎŜŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎύΣ 
they were hauling debris; doing weed pulls; cleaning up 
the trail, facilities and parking lot; greeting visitors; 
accompanying training groups; and staffing displays. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vertex Resource Group training 
session on wetland assessment. 

Typical Marl Pond 
Trail guided walk. 

Nathan and Zen hauling debris left 
by intruders. 
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Here are a few more pics of Wagner Natural Area Society activities for 2025. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zen and Nathan accompanying volunteers for 
ǘƘŜ bŀǘǳǊŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀƴŎȅ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ tŀƭŜ 
Yellow Iris Weed Pull event on Morgan Creek. 

Zen resetting wildlife camera. 

Picnic shelter roof finally gets replaced, 
thanks to Environmental Operating Grant 
from Edmonton Community Foundation. 

hǳǊ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ ƴŜǿ ǊƻƻŦΧōǳǘ ƴƻǿ 
we have to repaint the bench! 

Thanks to this volunteer group from Champion Pet Foods, we made 
progress removing invasive Manitoba maple near our Osborne field. 
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Wagner display gets 
around! This year, 
about 15 venues and 
different groups saw 
the environmental 
education content and 
natural history images. 
Great opportunity to 
showcase Wagner and 
talk to different 
publics. 

We are grateful to 
tŀǊƪƭŀƴŘ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ 
Nonprofit Grant program, 
the AGLC Casino Division 
and individual donors for 
the funding that helps 
Wagner Natural Area 
Society make our display 
content better and better 
each year. 

Teachable 
Moments 
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Oct. 23rd evening hike 
with 4th Spruce Grove 
Beavers, along Marl 
Pond Trail. Do not 
recall what we 
specifically talked 
ŀōƻǳǘΧōǳǘ .ŜŀǾŜǊǎ 
were engaged, even 
helped dismantle 
rogue leantos.  

Magical Moments 
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Video Vignettes 
 
By Dave Ealey 
 
Thanks to Canadian Parks and Recreation Association and Parkland County for funding, we were 
able to hire a student in summer of 2025 to create three educational videos about Wagner 
Natural Area. Zen Hanrahan, who produced the June Friends of the Fen newsletter, showed 
himself to be a natural presenter as he used the natural area as a backdrop for communicating 
the ecological topics of Environmental Change, Life Cycles, and Food Chains. 
 
We hope to have the videos available for educators and Wagner enthusiasts soon and will ensure 
that links are possible through the WNAS website. While it is difficult to capture in this print 
format how effectively Zen was able to weave the features of the natural area into his 
presentation, I present the following synopses to give you a taste. 
 
Environmental Change: Zen starts in 
the blowdown area along the Marl 
Pond Trail and introduces the 
concept of a dramatic, fast-type of 
environmental change; seasonal 
changes form the next category of 
change, highlighted with the 
presence of yellow-coloured 
deciduous leaves; and finally, the 
reforestation of an old hayfield 
community provides an example of 
long-term change. 
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Life Cycles: Describe changes that living organisms go through as they get older. Zen focuses on 
three life cycles of a wood frog, ducks, and a white-tailed deer. Footage for the white-tailed deer 
was available from the network of wildlife cameras on the natural area, thanks to funding from 
Parkland County. 
 

Frogs and ducks benefit from the 
undisturbed marl pond and pool habitats 
provided by Wagner Natural Area. The deer 
are able to find food, water and shelter in 
the undisturbed forests also protected 
within the natural area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Food Chains: Zen simplifies this concept as showing 
άwhat eats what.έ A simple food chain includes a 
producer (typically a plant that gets its energy from 
the sun), followed by an herbivore that eats the plant 
and a carnivore that eats the herbivore. The first example that 
Zen provides is of aphids (herbivores) feeding upon Canada 
thistles (producers), with ladybugs performing the role of 
carnivore. [This particular example of a food chain allows Zen to 
talk about some complexity that sometimes happens; his 
example on the video is of ants protecting the aphids from the 
ladybugs and in turn getting the benefit of a sugary substance 
that the aphids provide.] 
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The second food chain example is of red-osier dogwood providing food for white-tailed deer, 
which are consumed by coyotes. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
In his closing credits, Zen acknowledges the assistance of John Acorn and our funders: Parkland 
County and the Canadian Parks and Recreation Association. Both the CPRA and the County have 
provided key funding to Wagner Natural Area Society for several years, with an emphasis on 
creating content for public education and outreach, for which we are immensely grateful. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

13 
 

   EDUCATIONéRESEARCHéSITE MANAGEMENT 

WAGNER NATURAL AREA SOCIETY         FALL/WINTER  2025 

Figures of Familiar Flora 
By Dave Ealey 
 
Our second summer student, Nathan Hempler, was supported through partial funding from the 
Canada Summer Jobs program. In addition to production of the May and July newsletters, and 
along with his site management duties and efforts on our weed pulls, Nathan undertook a 
detailed photographic documentation of the Marl Pond Trail as his special project.  
 
Nathan used photos to illustrate the development of vegetation from late spring through to late 
summer at three sites along the trail. A wide-angle photo captures the overall site and a series of 
diagnostic, close-up photos shows the details of the vegetative changes. Animal sign and insects 
were included as further points of interest. 
 
NathanΩǎ Ŧǳƭƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ Řŀȅǎ 
ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻŦ нлнрΦ 

Apologies for the Google-
Maps-ōŀǎŜŘ άǎŀǳǎŀƎŜ-Ǌƻƭƭέ 
characterization of the 
Central Field. 
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