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Annual General Meeting 2026 2026 Activities

When: Sat. March 7 -- 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Spring Cleanup Day: Sat. May 9—9 a.m to 2 p.m.
What: Brief business report & elect new Directors.

Followed by a talk on the Orchids of Wagner Weed Pulls: on Sat./Sun. from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Natural Area by David Fielder, who is the current May 23—24; June 6—7; July 11—12; August 8—9
Treasurer of WNAS and a professional agricultural

chemist, David has been studying, mapping and Father’s Day Orchid Walk: Sun. June 21 -
photographing the orchids at Wagner Natural Area 10a.m. & 12 p.m.

(if the Yellow Lady’s-slippers bloom early, we will alert

for many years. . .
visitors to any change in date!)

Where: Room 3, Percy Page Centre, 11759 Groat Rd.

NW, Edmonton. For every activity, plan to meet at the Wagner
Please RSVP at info@wagnerfen.ca. parking lot.
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A Longterm Challenge for Wagner
Natural Areac Working with Project
Forest to Rewild Our Old Hayfields

By Dave Ealey

For those of you who have visited the natural area since mid
September, you will have seen some of the Rewilding efforts for the

various hayfields. Initially, the fields were prepared for planting of thd &

various seedlings and then by the end of Septembwmst of the
seedlings had been planted.
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TheRewildingProject is made

e possible through generous suppor§
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Ty of Keyera and the Government of
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/ Iy I RaoBllBon Trees
Program, in partnership with
Project ForestOn the Central Field
along the Marl Pond Trail, we have
® installed signage to advise visitors
to avoid trampling on seedlings.
The map below shows the hayfield}
that have been planted.
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Keyerais one of the

largest midstream oil and
gas operators in Canada,
servicing oil and gas
producers in Western
Canada and transporting
natural gas liquidacross

North America. &0 i R |
Headquarters are in i e N
Calgary, Alberta ' ' i
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Two Billion Trees Program .
aims to combat climate |
change and biodiversity
loss. Launched by the Government of Canada, the program provide
financial support to facilitate tre@lanting initiatives across Canada.

Active red squirrel middems
early winter Photo courtesy of

Dave Ealey
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The Wagner Natural Area
Society welcomes new
supporters, volunteers, and all
people interested in natural
history and the preservation of
the ecological integrity of this
delightful natural area.

VOLUNTEERS / MEMBER/
People of all talents and
interests are desired and

welcomed to become more
closely involved with the Naturaj

Area andhe Society.
Email:info@wagnerfen.ca

DONATIONS

All donations help maintain the
integrity of the Natural Area anc
its surroundings, provide
educational material, enhance
visitor experiences, and suppor
ongoing research studies and

surveys.

Visit our website for
donation/member form.
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The process of preparing the ground in the Project Forest is monitoring one of the planted
hayfields and planting all of the seedlings hayfields using a wildlife camera. | met one of

was a significant task. The Project Forest their stafft Stephen Kaiswatuman

group used TreeTime Services Inc. as the Indigenous and Land Rewilding Specialist who

company to implement the work. This
included getting the equipment onsiteshile
protecting key access points including one
with wet soil conditionss shown here with
protective planking that minimized damage

In total, almost 42,000 seedlings were
prescribed to be planted on 20 hectares of
old hayfield balsam poplar (40%), white
spruce (18%), willow spp. (14%), red osier
dogwood (10%), white birch (9%), river alder
(6%) and wild rose (2%). Somérsery issues
have led toadjustmentsalready, but i

early days. It takegearsto grow a forest!

Associated with the Rewilding Projethe
Societysees challenges and opportunities:
1 collaborating with partners
1 dealing with invasive plants,
1 monitoring progress of reforestatign
1 building and training volunteer base,
1 sharing our story on the purpose and
value of rewilding,
1 studying changes in flora and fauna.

Members, volunteers and visitors will see
more informationon our websiteabout
roles and opportunities you can participate
in. There is already &/agner Project
summary on Project ForeQt@ebsiter
https://projectforest.ca/projects/wagner
naturatarea/. Please check it out!
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Executive Director News

By Tristan Folinshee

Hello to all supporters of the Wagner
b I G dzNJ f
| started as your Executive Director of WNAS
and | wanted to sharesomethoughtson
how these first few months have gomad
plans for the Natural Area going forward.

First some personal news: shortly
after | started my position as your Executive
Director, | moved on from my job with Ducks
Unlimited Canada to a position as Natural
Asset Project Coordinator with Parkland
County. | hope my being in this position will
allow the WNAS to coordinate more closely
with the County on weed controland use
planning around the Natural Area and
funding going forward.

Now, as to the past six months in and

around the Natural ArealL Q@S 22 Ay S RNIt

weed pull and pulledip orchainsawed
hundreds of Manitoba Maple and European
az2zdzydl Ay
and pond in the natural area, and enjoyed
seeing the deer, moose, groysguirrels
and toads that call our Natural Area home.
' YR
weed pulls, public events and just out along
the Marl Pond Trail.

| met with the forester and project
managers from Project Forestho last fall
completed theinitial planting for the
reforestation of ourhayfields. | enjoyed the
callback to my decadplusyearsof tree
LX FydAy3Id LQY SEOAGSR
and fill in the former hayfields (and hopefully
shade out some of our thistle issues!)
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As Edmonton, Acheson, Spruce Grove and
Stony Plain all continue to grow and the
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farmland around Wagner turns into houses,
AlQa Y2NB AYLERNIFyYQ
commit ourselves to protecting Wagner and
the unique ecosystesh 1 NBLINBaSy dao
heartened by knowing from my time with

OKF Yy

rkland County that management and staff
in the Parkland Department of Agriculture
and Environment are also committed to
protecting this unige slice of Boreal Forest,
Parkland and Fen from the pressures of
growing urban and industrial development.
Going forward | want to focus on
making Wagner Natural Area Society stable
and sustainablgwhile maintaining the
ecological integrity of the Natural Area itself.

2 SQff O0O0O2YLX AaK (KAAa o8&
expanding our volunteer base, through

outreach to new volunteers and supporg

2dzNJ | OGABS OdzNNBYy G YSYo6SH

capacity for site maintenance and other-on
hground activities through fundraising,
NBn sustainable, lofgrm
gata ® ! YR gSQff O2yGAydzS
control and.inyasivepecies monitaring and

lakKeo LQ@S ot tedntrolprogréin WiprotdctahdEonseivi S

the ecological integrity of the Natural Area. |
also would like to fix the gate to a more
accessible yet protective vehicle exclusion, .

LQ@S Syez2eSR YSS“;gé(teaflxgdr%ﬁmet%rﬁencpegaﬁalngtah 0KS

educational inerpretive signage along the
Marl Pond Trail to help visitors understand
the hydrology and ecosystem features that
make Wagner such a special place.

This will all be a big job, and | look
forward to the support of all our members,
volunteers and the WNABbard gs we
nd\Ratehs Brodd fiah. ReAYP it ne N 4
anytime atexecdir@wagnerfen.car call me
at 780202-7578 if you want to dISCUSS an

adplctof the W %gr Natufa? AV oY
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for how we can accomplish the goal of
protecting this important place.
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Christmas Bird Count Dramal!
By Dave Ealey

On December 27, Norm LegaultGillian Woorand | undertook a
typical Christmas bird count through Wagner Natural Area and a
portion of the Osborne Acres subdivision. With all the deep snow
andcold (25 C)pvercast conditions, bird observations wdmaited
and the walking on the Marl Pond Trail and in temtral coniferous
forest (see picwas difficult.

Total numbers of birds observed included the following: great
horned owl¢ 1, blue jayc 2, blackbilled magpie; 9, commonraven
¢ 11, blackcapped chickadeg 33, boreal chickadee 1, white-breasted nuthatclg 1, Bohemian
waxwingg 107,red crossbilk, 7, white-winged crossbilt, 3. Hours walkingZ.75), hours driving
(0.1), distance walking3(km), distance driving km).

The sighting of a great hornealvl at the north end of the Marl Pond Trail wgsiite a treat. The
owl flew up from the ground as we approachéd/e needed a feweconds to confirm the spese
IDand then to discover that it had been poking at part of a frozen snowshoe hare carcass!

A few metres farther along the trail we spotted these div{tislow)in the snow. In the top left
corner, you can see a short drag mark, followed by this main trgnshynder abou2 m long)
which must have been where the owl dragged the carcass as it was trying to clear theYanow
can probably visualize that the
owl would have been flying from
the top left corner to the bottom
right of the picture. There ia
short drag markto the rightof
the trenchin the picture,which
likely marks where thewlIQ l&ft
foot was dragging briefly

Further to the right oftart of

the left foot drag you cansee
where left wingtips touchedas
the owl powered to get the
carcass up out of the snow.
Similar touches of right wing tips
were seen, bunot in the photo.

This little drama written in the
snow made our wintrngurvey
worthwhilel
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2025¢ The Year in Review

By Dave Ealey

We will be presentingur usual reports and financials at our Annual General Meeting, scheduled
for March 7" at Percy Page Centréhe Executive Director provides a bit of a summary of his
efforts elsewhere in the newsletter.

Here,l wanted to provide a more pictorial review of
2dzNJ @S NRa | OGABAGASE KSNBI &z
appreciate everything the Society does to sustain the
natural arealncluded aregurther details of our summer
a0dzRSyiaQ | 002YLX AaKYSyidasz 2 dz
public education and outreach.

" [Pictures ofvolunteers forour AugustCasinaare absent
because of rules against onsite photography, but we are
most grateful for the many hours contributed by

_ members forthat important fundraising.]

Our summer students continue to keep the natural area
well-maintained.Sudents for 2025 werdNathan
é Hempler (left) and Zen Hanrahan(rightyhen they

'ﬂSNByQu dzy RSNIF 1 Ay3 &ALISOAI T LN
¥ they werehauling debrisdoing weed pullscleanlng up
S ‘“ : the trall, faC|I|t|es and parking lot; greetlng vrsrtors

by intruders.

Typical Marl Pond :
Trail guided walk §

_ Vertex Resource Group tralnrn ‘
sessiomn wetland assessment.§

EDUCATI ONéERESEARCHéSI TET MANAGEMEN
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Here are a few more pics of Wagner Natural Area Society activities for 2025.

N

Zen resetting wildlife camera

Zen and Nathan accompanying volunteers fo
0KS bl GdzZNBE [/ 2y aSNDIy
Yellow Iris Weed Pull event on Morgan Cree

hdzNJ I YFET Ay3 ySg|
we have to repaint the bench! |

-~ . i

Picnic shelteroof finally gets replaced,
thanks to Environmental Operating Gra
from Edmonton Community Foundation

Thanks to this volunteer group from Champion Rebds we made
progress removing invasive Manitoba maple near ©@sborne field.

EDUCATI ONéERESEARCHéSI TET MANAGEMEN
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Wagner display gets
around! This year,
about 15 venues and
different groups saw
the environmental
education content and
natural history images
Great opportunity to
showcase Wagner anc
talk to different
publics.

WAGNER NATURAL AREA SOCIETY

FALL/WINTER

We are grateful to
t FN]JEFYR [ 2
Nonprofit Grant program,
the AGLC Casino Divisiof
and individual donors for
the funding that helps
Wagner Natural Area
Society make our display
content better and better
each year.

Teachable
Moments

EDUCATI ONéERESEARCHéSI TET MANAGEMEN
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Oct. 234 evening hike |
with 4™ Spruce Grove g%
Beavers, along Marl |
Pond Trail. Do not
recall what we

Seadura

aiSnas

I 6 2 dzii X 6 dzii
were engaged, even
helped dismantle
rogue leantos.
MagicalMoments
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Video Vignettes

By Dave Ealey

Thanks to Canadian Parks and Recreation Association and Parkland County for funding, we were
able to hire a student in summer of 2025 to create thegkicational videos about Wagner

Natural Area. Zen Hanrahan, who produced the Jomends of the Femewsletter, showed

himself to be a natural presenter as he used the natural area as a backdrop for communicating
the ecological topics of Environmental Change, Life Cycles, and Food Chains.

We hope to have the videos available for educators and Wagner enthusiasts soon and will ensure
that links are possible through the WNAS websfténile it is difficult to capture in this print

format how effectively Zen was able to weave the features of the natural area into his
presentation, | present the following synopses to give you a taste.

Environmental ChangeZen startsn
the blowdown area along the Marl
Pond Trail and introduces the
concept of a dramatic, fagype of
environmental changeseasonal
changes form the next category of
change, highlighted with the
presence of yellowcoloured
deciduous leaves; and finally, the
reforestation of a old hayfield
community provides an example of
longterm change.

one Grade 1 video ~ 4K

EDUCATI ONéERESEARCHéSI TET MANAGEMEN
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Life Cyclesbescribe changes that living organisms go through as they get older. Zen focuses on
three life cycles of a wood frog, duglandawhite-tailed deer Footage for the whitgailed deer

was available from the network of wildlife cameras on the natural area, thanks to funding from
Parkland County.

Frogs and ducks benefit from the
undisturbed marl pond and pool habitats
provided by Wagner Natural Are@he deer
are able to find food, water and shelter in
the undisturbedforestsalsoprotected
within the natural area.

Food ChainsZen simplifies this concept as showing
awhat eats what A simple food chain includes a
producer (typically a plant that gets its energy from
the sun),followed by an herbivore that eats the plant
and a carnivore that eats the herbivorhefirst example that
Zen providess of aphids (herbivores) feeding upon Canada
thistles (producers), with ladybugs performing the role of =
carnivore. [This particular example of a food chain allows Zen;_f"i
talk about some complexity that sometirmbappens; his = ;
example on the video is of ants protecting the aphids from the =~
ladybugs and in turn getting the benefit of a sugary substancess
that the aphids provide.] &

EDUCATI ONéERESEARCHéSI TET MANAGEMEN
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The secondood chainexample is of regbsier dogwood providing food for whiiled deer,
which are consumed by coyotes.

In his closing credits, Zen acknowledges the assistandehof Acorrand ourfunders: Parkland
Countyand theCanadianParks and Recreation AssociatioBoth the CPRA and the County have
provided key funding to Wagner Natural Area Society for several years, with an emphasis on
creating content for public education and outreach, for which we are immensely grateful.

MANY THANKS TO PARKLAND COUNTY AND THE
CPRA FOR FUNDING THIS VIDEO. THANKYOU TO
DAVE EALEY, PRESIDENT OF WNAS, & JOHN ACORN
FOR THEIR INSIGHT ON THE CREATION OF THIS
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Figures of FamiliaFlora
By Dave Ealey

Our second summer studertlathanHempler,was supported through partial funding from the
Canada Summer Jobs programatidition to production of the May and July newsletteasd
along with his site management duties and efforts on our weed pgudshanundertook a
detailed photographic documentation of the Marl Pond Trail as his special project.

Nathan used photos to illustrate the development of vegetation from late spring through to late
summer at three sites along the trail. A widagle photo captures the overall site and a series of
diagnostic, clos@ip photos shows the details of the vegeatet changes. Animal sign and insects
were includedas further points of interest
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Apologies for the Google
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characterization of the i
Central Field

Site 1. Lefthand side of trail ~15m past signpost #4.
Site 2. Lefthand side of trail ~5m past signpost #9.
Site 3. Lefthand side of trail, directly across from signpost #16.
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Site #1 on May 13th

A. Chokecherry (Prunus virginiana) bark is greyish and speckled with pores.

B. Chokecherry exhibiting black knot, a disease caused by the fungus Apiosporina
morbosa which only affects species in the genus Prunus.

C. A bitten off chokecherry twig, height of the branch suggests moose browsing.

D. Young flowers starting to bloom at the end of a red osier dogwood (Cornus
stolonifera) branch.

E. Red osier dogwood exhibiting heavy browsing, likely also a moose.

F. Bracted honeysuckle (Lonicera involucrata) flowers are tubular and yellow. They are
paired and borne from the axils of the oppositely arranged leaves.

G. Opposite leaf arrangement of bracted honeysuckle.

H. Wild black currant (Ribes americanum) leaf morphology. 14

I. Flowering wild black currant.
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