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Upcoming Event: Come Join Us in Wagner Natural Area for our  

Annual Orchid Walk  
on Sunday June 15, 2008  

 

Guided tours from the Main Gate: 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

Celebrating the 25
th

 Anniversary of The Marl Pond Trai l!  

At the Annual General Meeting of the Wagner Board 

on March 20
th
 this year, we celebrated the 25

th
 year 

since the beginning of construction of the Marl Pond 

Trail with the cake shown at left! 

See Partners in Preservation (Alberta Parksô 

Stewardardship Program magazine), Spring 2008 (# 

16) issue, pages 1 and 4, for more details on the 

history of Wagnerôs main trail. 

Contents of this Newsletter 
Plants, plants, the good and the bad   page 2 

Wagner Grapevine                            page 3 

Lichens of Wagner                           pages 3,4 

Spiders of Wagner                             page 4 

Weeds of Wagner (Part 2)                pages 5,6 

Wildflowers of Wagner # 29            page 8 

 

Y
e
l
l
o
w
 
L
a
d
y
ô
s

-s
li
p
p

e
r 

P
a

le
 C

o
ra

l-r
o

o
t 

O
rc

h
id
 

R
o
u
n

d-
le

av
e
d

 O
rc

h
id 



Wagner Natural Area Newsletter 22 (1), June 2008, page 2 



Wagner Natural Area Newsletter 22 (1), June 2008, page 3 Wagner Natural Area Newsletter 22 (1), June 2008, page 3 

 

                 The Wagner Grapevine        

 

From the Presidentôs, Ben Rostronôs report, delivered at the 

Annual General Meeting, March 20, 2008: 

 

en highlighted some of the major things the Wagner Board 

accomplished this year as well as items that are still being 

worked on.  

  A revision of the constitution and bylaws (last updated in 1997) 

was completed this past year, and passed government scrutiny in 

early fall of 2007. The main changes were clarification of our 

membership categories. (Kudos to Beth Jenkins and Pat Clayton 

for steering this through.)  

  Another achievement was convincing, with the aid of many 

supporters, Parkland County not to proceed with the proposal in 

their new Municipal Development Plan (MDP) to change the 

zoning of the land south of Wagner from its current 

ñAgricultural Generalò to ñIndustrial/Commercial.ò This could 

have had grave consequences for our water recharge area and the 

Natural Area in general. Apparently the County received over 

100 phone calls, emails and letters opposing the proposed 

change on the Natural Areaôs behalf. We spent much volunteer 

time on the MDP review process, including attending public 

meetings, completing surveys and interacting one-on-one with 

staff at the Parkland County Office. 

  With respect to weed control, we held ñpulling partiesò for 

caraway in the Villeneuve and Atim fields, killed off some tansy, 

established some test plots for Canada (creeping) thistle control, 

laid waste with our new ñweed eaterò tool (mainly wielded 

against thistles in the Atim Road ditches), consulted with experts 

on chemical control of weeds, and looked at options for the 

reclamation/restoration of cultivated fields in the south. (All of 

this work will continue in 2008.)  

The Wagner Board also gave some thought and action to 

recruiting new volunteers, members and directors, in an effort to 

combat what is now becoming known among volunteer 

organizations as ñthe succession problem.ò  

Future endeavours include more work of an educational nature, 

to provide our visitors with a more rewarding experience. In 

other ways, too, we are looking ahead to the future, ever mindful 

of the threat that surrounding development poses to Wagneré 

and seeking to capitalize on opportunities to protect ité. 

 

The Wagner Management Committee welcomes three new 

voting members to the Society: Cathy Mowat, Robin Leech 

and Jean Crozier.  

 

Special thanks to the following: 

NAIT carpentry students and Irl Miller  for the delivery of the 

new wheelchair-accessible biffy. (Warning: it still needs some 

work before it is fully functional!) 

Andy and Alice Hendry for re-tiling of the roof of the 

noticeboard at the start of the Marl Pond Trail 

Irl for progress with fencing to the southé 

Dick and Pat Clayton for ongoing vigilant monitoring of the 

site and work on the Trail 

Cathy Mowat for active participation in various waysé 

Ben Rostron for promotion of Wagner Natural Area at 

hydrogeology and orchid conferencesé 

Derek Johnson and the Junior Forest Wardens for another 

round of spruce tree planting in the Villeneuve field (some 500 

young trees planted in a matter of 90 minutes in May  ï boy, 

those guys donôt mess about!). 

 

Kudos to Alice Hendry, who is Wagner representative on the 

newly constituted Acheson Area Structure Plan (AASP) Steering 

Committee. The AASP is currently under review by Parkland 

County. It covers an area bounded on the north by Hwy 16, on 

the south by S.H. 628, on the NW by the border with the City of 

Spruce Grove (and so includes Wagner Natural Area), on the 

SW by Spruce Valley Road and on the east by Hillview Road, 

two miles east of Hwy 60.  
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Lichens of Wagner ï Mealy-Forked Cladonia (Cladonia scabriuscula) 

By J. Derek Johnson 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

here are over 125 species of so-called ñcup lichensò 

(Cladonia) in North America.  Mealy-forked cladonia 

(Cladonia scabriuscula) falls into a group that has hollow 

stalks, but unlike the more familiar reindeer lichens, the 

stalks are very little branched and possess a cortex (tough 

outer skin).  The stalks are whitish-grey in color and from 

3-11 cm tall and 2-5 mm in diameter (most specimens from 

Alberta seem to fall in the range of 3-5 cm tall and 2-3 mm 

in diameter).  The largest specimens are found along the 

coast.  The two most distinctive features of this lichen are 

the granular sorediate (like they are covered with flour) tips 

and the squamules (like shingles) on the stalks.  Apothecia 

(fruiting bodies) are rarely produced.  When they are 

formed, they are small, dark brown and often on the end of 

corymbose (flat-topped) branches.  The species most 

commonly grows on soil, humus, or decaying wood in open 

to shaded localities at lower elevations.  It is most often 

confused with many-forked cladonia (Cladonia furcata), 

but that species lacks the granular soredia at the tips of the 

branches and is not common in Alberta. 

 

Mealy-forked cladonia is only one of several common 

names for this lichen.  It has more common names than 

many of the other cup lichens, both because of its 

appearance and distribution.  Other common names include: 

many-winged cladonia, shingled cladonia, dusty shrublet 

lichen and forked shore lichen.  Wings and shingles refer to 

the squamules on the stalks, dusty to the soredia at the tips 

of the stalks and shore lichen for its propensity to grow near 

the sea coast over much of its range. 

 

I took particular interest in this species when I was assisting 

staff from the provincial government with their biophysical 

inventory of several Wildland Provincial Parks in northern 

Alberta.  I became interested because I was not finding it in 

the northern parks and I was wondering why, considering 

the fact that the distribution of many Cladonia species is 

widespread arctic-boreal.  Checking the literature (Brodo et 

al. 2001; Goward 1999; Thomson 1984) to better define the 

distribution of this lichen, what I found was intriguing.  The 

species is found on all continents except Africa.  In North 

America it ranges from northern Alaska across Canada to 

Labrador (with some notable gaps), south in New England 

to Virginia, and in Wisconsin, Michigan and Minnesota.  In 

the west it occurs along the coast from northern Alaska 

south to southern California.  The distribution of this 

species more closely approaches boreal-temperate.  The 

gaps in the range are what particularly interested me.  The 

distribution is relatively continuous from Labrador west to 

the Manitoba-Saskatchewan border.  It occurs in the 

Porcupine Hills of eastern Saskatchewan, near the Manitoba 

border, but otherwise seems to be absent from 

Saskatchewan.  (Is this gap real or a result of 

undercollecting?)  For whatever reason, the species does 

not appear to occur on the Canadian Shield west of eastern 

Manitoba.  In Alberta, the species can be found in scattered 

localities in a line from Jasper National Park to Edmonton 

to Lac La Biche in the south, northward from there to north 

of Fort MacKay in the east and Zama City in the west.  

Westward, the species again apparently disappears until you 

get to the temperate rainforests on the west coast of British 

Columbia.  

 
 

The Wagner Natural Area is not the best place to go if you 

want to find lush growth of macrolichens.  Much of this is 

because of the areaôs proximity to a large city and its air 

pollution, particularly from vehicle exhausts, but also from 

various industrial sources.  If you are a lichen, you have to 

be tough or able to hide to survive in such an area.  In this 

respect, mealy-forked cladonia is a good hider at Wagner.  

It is one of the most shade-tolerant of the cup lichens.  You 

are most often going to find it growing in moss or humus in 

relatively dense black and/or white spruce stands or 

occasionally mixed white spruce ï balsam poplar stands.   

                                                         Continued on page 5 
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